
Respect life Sunday 

 This homily I offer today is a difficult homily, because our call to respect life as God 

intends, is a message of love that shouldn’t be debatable, but because of our brokenness, 

because of our Original Sin, Catholics still fall away from the teaching of Christ that human life, 

especially innocent human life, is of sacred and Eternal value, from the moment of conception.  

 And so, regardless of who our president is, or what voices speak against the truth of 

human life being sacred from conception, human life which should never be destroyable, 

especially for any reason whatsoever.  We as Catholics have to be united to the heart of Christ.  

And so, I offer my words today to strengthen us up in this truth of God’s Eternal love for us, for 

all human life, in a country that minimizes that value to being one that can be thrown away, 

especially in the first 9 months of life.  A lie in which Catholics cannot participate as Jesus calls 

us to greater love for one another.   

 I also offer this homily because of the over fifty million Americans, or maybe I shouldn’t 

say Americans, because they never had a chance to become citizens, and instead their lives are 

taken away.  Since Nineteen Seventy-Three, when our Supreme Court, with pressure from 

politicians and media, declared that it is a ‘right’, as some erroneously call it, as it is clearly a 

wrong, to end the human life in the womb, eventually expanding that wrong to nine months of 

the beginning for everyone’s life.  Maybe the people that voted for it then and continue to vote 

for it now don’t feel that the first nine months of their life was worth protecting.   

 I read an article about how four hundred thousand have died in the United States from 

the coronavirus in the last year.  As I mentioned, we have created a virus of the heart in our 

country that has been capable of extinguishing over fifty million American lives since nineteen 

seventy-three.  That’s over a million deaths a year in our country alone, a country that is 

supposed to promote life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  These are numbers given by 

the abortion facilities themselves.   And yet there is little outrage from much of our media and 

many of our politicians.  In fact, they might even celebrate it as a freedom or right.   

In light of this indifference towards the human life in the womb, Jesus Christ became 

human from the moment of conception, thus sanctifying and placing Eternal value from that 

moment of our lives as humans.  That our humanity would have the fullest value, from 

conception.  As one wise young teen lady in our parishes noted, ‘if you strip the humanity away 

from a human life, then you can do with it as you will.’  We might hear, ‘my body, my choice.’  

Thus stripping the humanity away from a distinct human life, and just calling that human life a 

body part.  At the time of slavery, one protest of those for slavery was, ‘my property, my 

choice’ regarding their slaves as property and stripping them of their humanity.  As we can see, 

some things don’t change with the brokenness of the human heart.   

Even the Old Testament speaks of the God-given value of the human life in the womb.  

To the prophet Jeremiah, “The word of the Lord came to me, saying:  Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you.”  And Jesus in the New 



Testament, in the gospel of John, “A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I 

came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.”   Also, Jesus in the gospel of 

Luke in speaking to the Pharisees who were pursuing their right, as they saw it, to put Jesus to 

death, “Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life rather than to 

destroy it? 

Always seeking to be united to the heart of Christ, we as Catholics have to continue to 

strive for saving lives rather than destroying them as a solution.  Our response to the difficulties 

of life as Catholics should never be to take a life, especially when that life can be saved.  Thus, 

we have to speak up, and never be shamed or coerced out of defending the life of those waiting 

to be born, who have no voice of their own, who can’t march on the streets for their right to 

life, who can’t go on national T.V. to plead their cause for their own life.  While Jesus Christ 

went to the cross to plead the cause of their value, the sacred and Eternal value of all human 

life. And Jesus continues to intercede for us before the Father that our hearts will change to be 

open to life.   

Jesus, in today’s gospel preaches repentance, which we need as a country.  He preaches 

the Gospel, that is, the good news of the Kingdom of God being at hand.  And thus, we must 

continue to preach the good news of the sacred and Eternal value of every human life.  We 

must remain inclusive of all human life, and not break that unity which is vital to our 

relationship with God and our devotedness as Catholics.  That our entire life is of value.   

And as I have mentioned before, the Church, nor do I, or any other priest, will say that 

when the mother’s life is in danger, that the child’s life is of more importance, or that the 

mother’s life is of more importance, equal value in the heart of Christ.  The current state of the 

law in our country is that they are not equal in value.  There is no equality for the child in the 

womb.  When do unborn lives matter? 

Let us continue to stand up as Catholics, if nothing else, for the innocents whose lives 

are taken indiscriminately in our country.  That this law needs to be changed, that too many 

lives have been sacrificed already.  Did we know that the 5th commandment, ‘thou shalt not kill’ 

was presented at a time when people were sacrificing their children for the sake of a better 

life?  That commandment was, while protecting the lives of all from murder, specifically 

targeted towards the innocent children’s lives who were being ended by their parents.   

We have had a wall up in our country since nineteen seventy-three that has prevented 

twenty percent of over two generations to have a chance to offer their love.  I tell our young 

people that they are blessed to have survived the genocide of their generation.  When the 

teacher asks if everyone is present, you can say ‘no’, because twenty percent were put to death 

in the first nine months of their life.   

It is a grim reality that we face, and we as Catholics have to be united in defending all 

human lives from conception.  That both human lives have equal value that should never be 



dismissed because it is a reality in the love of God and in our faith in God’s love for us.  Not to 

mention the fathers who get no voice as well.   

Our empathy has to be directed towards the neglected child in the womb, towards the 

child abuse that takes place in the womb.  What would our counseling look like if it was 

directed towards that child as well, instead of just the mother?  Jesus was the child in the 

womb once, and continues to be in every person.  Remembering the words of Jesus in the 

Gospel, “Whatever you did to the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did to me.”   

May we pray especially for the hearts of our Catholic brothers and sisters who have 

been blinded to continue to promote the evil of abortion as a solution, that all persons of God, 

will open their hearts, minds and souls to equally see the sacred and Eternal value of all human 

life, as God sees and loves it.  Amen.                      


